DOI: https://doi.org/10.37547/mesmj-V6-13-33 Pages: 292-296

MENTAL ENLIGHTENMENT SCIENTIFIC -
METHODOLOGICAL JOURNAL

MENTAL ENLIGHTENMENT SCIENTIFIC -

METHODOLOGICAL JOURNAL

I

http://mentaljournal-jspu.uz/index.php/mesmj/index

THE USAGE AND IMPORTANCE OF GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES IN ENGLISH

Nigina Mustafoyeva

Student

Karshi State University, Foreign Language faculty
E-malil: niginamustafoyeva04@gmail.com

Karshi, Uzbekistan

ABOUT ARTICLE

Key words: gerunds, infinitives, English Abstract:  One of the important topics
grammar, rules and examples, language in English grammar is the use of gerunds and
learning, usage problems, learning infinitives, which holds a significant place in
solutions, grammar suggestions. language learning. This article analyzes the rules

and examples related to this topic. It also

provides solutions and suggestions to address

common problems that learners often face when
Received: 16.05.25 dealing with gerund and infinitive usage.

Accepted: 18.05.25
Published: 20.05.25

Introduction

As we learn English, it is essential to delve deeply into topics and conduct thorough
analyses. In the grammatical system of the English language, gerunds and infinitives are often
interpreted as equivalent forms of verb phrases. Gerunds, which are verb forms ending in "-
ing," can appear in all syntactic positions where noun phrases typically occur. This shows that
they can function as subjects, objects, or even as predicative elements. However, infinitives do
not enjoy the same flexibility and can only appear in specific structural contexts. In this article,

we will conduct several investigations based on the instructions provided.
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Literature Review: A substantial body of research has examined the syntactic and
semantic roles of gerunds and infinitives in English grammar. In their seminal work A
University Grammar of English, Quirk and Greenbaum (1973) distinguish between the two
forms by exploring their grammatical functions and contextual applications. They argue that
gerunds typically convey general or habitual actions and can occur freely in nominal positions,
whereas infinitives often express purpose or future-oriented actions and are more structurally
constrained. Celce-Murcia and Larsen-Freeman (1999), in The Grammar Book, provide an in-
depth analysis of how gerunds and infinitives operate within various grammatical functions
such as subject, object, complement, and adverbial clause. Their research highlights that
specific verbs collocate exclusively with either gerunds or infinitives, and these patterns are
grounded in both syntactic behavior and meaning.

Taken together, the literature underscores that while gerunds and infinitives may
sometimes appear interchangeable, they follow distinct syntactic and distributional rules that
reflect deeper grammatical and functional differences.

Research Methodology : This study focuses on examining the syntactic and
semantic distinctions between gerunds and infinitives in the English language. The
methodology employed consists of multiple research approaches. Initially, a comprehensive
review of existing literature will be conducted, analyzing relevant academic texts, including
scholarly books, research papers, and articles. This phase aims to investigate the theoretical
differences between gerunds and infinitives, with a particular focus on their syntactic behavior
and their roles within sentence structures. The second method involves quantitative data
analysis, where text samples will be extracted from English-language corpora to measure the
frequency and distribution of gerund and infinitive forms in various syntactic positions. This
approach will make use of corpus-based linguistics to identify patterns of usage in real-world
texts. The third method introduces an experimental component, wherein English learners will
participate in tasks designed to test their understanding of gerund and infinitive usage. The
results will help to uncover common misconceptions and difficulties in applying these forms
correctly. The fourth approach involves conducting interviews and expert discussions with
language instructors, linguists, and native speakers to gather insights on the contextual use of
gerunds and infinitives in natural communication. Finally, all gathered data will undergo
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comparative analysis to examine the syntactic positioning, semantic nuances, and contextual
appropriateness of these verb forms. The ultimate goal of the research is to offer a clearer
understanding of how gerunds and infinitives function in English syntax and to provide
practical recommendations for improving their teaching and usage.

Analysis and Results: Gerunds and Infinitives are integral components of English
grammar, enabling us to express a wide array of actions and concepts. Mastering their correct
usage can significantly improve one's written and spoken communication. This article aims to
clarify the proper application of gerunds and infinitives in sentences, offering useful insights
and practical examples.

Gerunds and infinitives are two types of verb forms in English that express actions and
ideas in different ways within a sentence. Their correct usage is vital for forming grammatically
accurate and well-structured sentences. A gerund is a verb form that functions as a noun in a
sentence. It is created by adding the “-ing” suffix to the base form of a verb. Gerunds can be used
as subjects, objects, or complements. For example, in the sentence "Running keeps me healthy,"
the word "running" is a gerund acting as the subject.

In contrast, an infinitive is the basic form of a verb, preceded by the word “to.” Infinitives
can serve as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs in a sentence. They can also function as the main verb
in a sentence. For example, in "He plans to read a book," the phrase "to read"” is an infinitive

acting as the direct object of the verb "plans."

1. | Verbs Followed by Gerunds: Verbs Followed by Infinitives:

2. | Enjoy, Admit, Suggest Want, Need, Decide

3. | Avoid , Recommend, Finish Hope, Plan, Promise

4. | Consider, Stop, Appreciate Expect, Offer, Agree

5. | Deny, Practice, Miss Refuse, Learn, Would like

6. | Postpone, Delay, Imagine Seem, Forget, Remember

7. | Risk, Complete, Avoid Pretend, Help (can be followed by both
gerund or infinitive)
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8. | Mind, Keep Wish, Choose, Attempt
Examples:
. [ want to travel the world.
. She needs to finish her homework.
. They decided to move to a new city.
Examples:
. Start reading (gerund) / Start to read (infinitive) — Both are correct, but the

meaning can vary slightly.
. [ like swimming (gerund) / I like to swim (infinitive) — The first suggests

enjoyment of the activity in general, while the second can imply a preference for engaging in

the action.
. [ plan to visit Paris next summer.
. She hopes to learn new skills at the workshop.
. They need to attend the meeting at 3 PM.

Both gerunds and infinitives can take on different meanings depending on the
context. This choice can shift the nuance of a sentence significantly. For instance, "I stopped
eating chocolate" means that the person has quit the activity of eating chocolate. However, "I
stopped to eat chocolate" suggests that the person paused whatever they were doing to take a
break and have chocolate. Similarly, with verbs like "prefer," "love," and "hate," the meaning
can change based on whether a gerund or an infinitive follows them. For example, "I enjoy
reading books" implies a general liking for the activity, while "I enjoy to read" implies a stronger
preference for engaging in the action of reading. An infinitive is the base form of a verb preceded
by "to." For instance, "She wants to swim" uses the infinitive "to swim" as the object of the verb
"wants." Infinitives can function as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs in a sentence.

Common verbs followed by infinitives include "decide,” "hope," and "need." For example,

"I need to finish my homework." Here, "to finish" is an infinitive following the verb "need."
Infinitives can also follow adjectives, as in "It is essential to study for exams."

Conclusion: In conclusion, the differences between gerunds and infinitives are

diverse and significant. Both are essential components of the English language. Correct usage
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and effective application depend on your understanding and grammatical skills. While both are
verb forms, they do not serve the same function. In English, some verbs are followed only by
gerunds, others only by infinitives, and some can be followed by either, with the meaning
changing in these cases. For instance, “I like swimming” (I enjoy swimming) and “I like to swim”
(I prefer to swim) show subtle differences in meaning.

Understanding the distinctions between gerunds and infinitives is crucial for clear and
accurate communication in English. Using them correctly in their appropriate contexts ensures
the success of our language practice and enhances grammatical accuracy.
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